
 

Wed Jan 29  -1 

Cloudy 

Thurs Jan 30  -1 

Partially sunny 

Fri.  Jan 31   -10 

Cloudy 

Sat. Feb 1   -7 

Flurries 

Sun.  Feb 2   -7 

Cloudy 
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Deadline—Monday 9am 

prior to release.  

This year the Birtle firefighter’s annual Vin-

tage Snowmobile Derby will be held on Sun-

day February 23th at the Birtle Fire Hall.  

Registration is from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm.  

The trail winds itself through the Birdtail Val-

ley for a scenic ride of the Birdtail area.  

We are hoping for a good turnout again, as this 

is a fun day and a chance to see the snowmo-

biles of yesterday.  After the ride the snowmo-

biles are put on display.  Everyone can and is 

encouraged to vote on the machine they like 

the best.  The votes are counted and a trophy is 

awarded as the People’s Choice for the most 

favourite snowmobile. 

This derby is one of the fundraising events held 

annually by the firefighters.  The funds raised 

are used to buy specialised equipment for our 

fire department.  Our most recent project  was 

the completion of our forced air drying rack for 

our turnout gear, purchase of a utility shed, ½ 

inch impact wrench, 3 air bottles and 2 support 

struts for stabilizing vehicles or structures. 

The equipment purchased this year totaled 

$11,966.78 dollars. This was all purchased with 

money that was donated to our equipment fund 

as well as raised by the department members 

through events like the Vintage Snowmobile 

Derby and our annual Pancake Breakfast.   

The members of the fire department will once 

again be out looking for your support of this 

derby, through the sale of silent rider tickets 

which makes you eligible to win a cash prize 

and prizes for our raffle table.  A raffle table is 

set up with prizes that are donated by local and 

surrounding area businesses and also by indi-

viduals who donated prizes.  Draw tickets are 

sold on the raffle prizes at the derby.   

Last year’s pay out was 1st for riders and silent 

riders $755.00 each, 2nd place for each $453.00 

and 3rd place for each was $302.00. 

If you have a Vintage Snowmobile of 25 years 

or older bring it down and come for the ride 

with us, or if you like just come down in the 

afternoon and join us for a coffee and see the 

old snowmobiles as they come back from the 

trail and are on display.  This always brings 

back memories and stories of our early snow-

mobiling days. 

Hope to see you there. 



 

    204-842-5333 
Alison & Steve Desjardins 

We are incredibly grateful to the Birtle and District Foundation 

for selecting Birtle Elementary School as one of the successful 

project recipients for the 2024 grant allocations. The generous 

donation we received will go towards the installation of a double 

saucer swing on our playground. We are excited to announce 

that we are already over halfway to reaching our fundraising 

goal, and we look forward to having the swing installed as soon 

as the remaining funds are raised. 

Last year, the Birtle and District Foundation also supported the installation of our solar cross-

walk, which was completed in August 2024. This ongoing support plays a crucial role in en-

hancing both our school and the larger community. 

Thank you again to the Birtle and District Foundation for their continued commitment to en-

riching our educational environment and improving our community projects. 

 

On January 26th Birtle Fire Department  was 

called to a barn fire, upon arrival we quickly res-

cued this little guy and extinguished the straw that 

was on the floor. I'm happy to report that no ani-

mals where harmed and this little guy still has a 

place to keep warm.  



 

Jan 21 2025 

Our Isabella community extends its deepest sympathy to Amy and Jamie Bell, 

Spencer, Corbin and Reegan on the death of Amy’s mom and their grandma 

Connie Ellis. Connie died on December 21, 2024 at the Elkwood Manor PCH in 

Elkhorn. We also extend our sympathy to Amy’s dad, Harry Ellis and her sisters 

Stacey and Craig Lane and Kari and Steve Haggarty and their families. 

Don Clark and Julie Moroney, Victoria BC shared the news of the death of their oldest brother Brian Clark on 

January 14th. We extend our sympathy to Don and Julie and her family. Brian was raised at Isabella, the old-

est son of the late Russell and Eileen Clark, moving to Victoria with his family in the early 70’s. He spent a 

large part of his career in the Yukon managing an airport. 

He loved life up north enabling him to participate in his favor-

ite sport of fishing. Several of us will remember Brian’s return 

visits to Isabella on his Harley Davidson. 

A successful Buck Night was held in the Isabella Hall on Fri-

day evening with a good crowd in attendance to enjoy the sup-

per, and for the many prizes available. This evening was orga-

nized by the Dushnicky family. Well done folks! 

 



 

SIX LITTLE STORIES WITH LOTS OF MEANINGS 

• Once all villagers decided to pray for rain. On the day of prayer, all the people gathered, but only 

one boy came with an umbrella. That is faith. 

• When you throw babies in the air, they laugh because they know you will catch them. That is 

trust. 

• Every night we go to bed without any assurance of being alive the next morning, but still we set 

alarms to wake up. That is hope. 

• We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of zero knowledge of the future. That is confidence. 

• We see the world suffering, but still, we get married and have children. That is love. 

• On an old man's shirt was written a sentence *I am not 80 years old; I am sweet 16 with 64 

years of experience." That is attitude. 

Have a happy day and live your life like these six stories. Remember - Good friends are the rare jew-

els of life, difficult to find and impossible to replace!! 



 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Full Service Plumbing Company  

• Residential 

and Commer-

cial  

• Electric and 

Gas  Services  

• Roto Router   

Service  

• Inspection  

Camera Ser-

vice  

• Financing    

Available  

204-748-1788  
info@pphmb.com  

Box 1389,  Virden, MB,  R0M 2C0 

 

Jan 14 2025 

Joan McDonald spent Christmas in Selkirk with her son Mur-

ray and Graeme McDonald.  The were joined by her grand-

daughter Megan & Brett and great granddaughter Violet and 

grandson Mark for the celebrations. 

Congratulations to  the winners of the Prairie View Christmas 

light up contest for 2024.  Winners are Birtle - Pat Barnes and 

Scott & Rachel Zarn, Miniota - Patrick and Tracie Cousins and 

Rod McKean and Mandy Sanders, Foxwarren - Harris and Joy 

Toole and Allan and Linda Butler and the Prairie View rural - 

Dave and Heather Lelond.  

Last weekend saw several teams of horses and sleighs embark 

on the trails at Riding Mountain National Park. Attending 

teams were Dan Shawluk, Clayton Kunzelman, Jim Lane, 

Norman Graham and Kelly Graham.  Besides the beautiful 

winter scenery, they enjoyed a lunch cooked on the open fire-

pit. 

Congratulations to the Shoal Lake/Birtle Eagles U13 hockey 

team who competed in the Tournament of Champions in 

Elkhorn last weekend, losing their first game in the fi-

nal.  Birtle players are Griffin Bell, Denny Tomiski, Rhett 

VandenHeuvel, Lincoln Koroscil, Claire Corr and Jacey Lane. 

Jan 21 2025 

Hopefully everyone has survived our adverse weather over the 

past few days! The storm last Friday  followed by extreme cold 

warnings resulted in many events being cancelled. Relief is on 

the way! 

 

The students at BCI have had much success of late.  Both the 

boys and girls curling teams won their Zone and advanced to 

the Provincial Championship in Beauséjour in February.  The 

mixed team also did well at the Zones.  The Varsity girls bas-

ketball team attended a tournament in Russell on Sunday and 

finished first in their 

pool. Congratulations to all and 

good luck in provincials to the curl-

ing teams. 

Jan 28 2025 

The annual Lions Journey for Sight 

snowmobile ride arrived in Birtle 

last Friday and fueled up their sleds 

and loaded them on the trailers before proceeding to the Birtle 

Curling Club where the Birtle Lions Club hosted a supper and 

presented them with a  generous donation towards their 

cause.  They left after the meal to proceed to Shoal Lake where 

they were spending the night. For those who are not aware, 

this fund raiser was started in Birtle years ago by the Birtle 

Lions Club.  It started out of Flin Flon and journeyed south 

from there and this starting point remains today with a few 

changes in the route. All the proceeds go to the Lions Eye 

Bank. 

The Birtle Fire Department were called to a barn fire 

last  Sunday where they rescued a calf and extinguished the 

straw that was on the floor.  No animals were harmed and the 

building will serve to keep them warm.  This item was also 

featured on Global News on Monday evening. Thank you to all 

the volunteers for your service. 

 Myrtle Lane, along with Liz Finch and Laura Sala, enjoyed 

watching the Jets game against Calgary last Sunday.  Myrtle 

was fortunate to win tickets purchased from a Manitoba High 

School Rodeo Assoc. raffle. 

The longest month of the year has finally come to an end and it 

has been quite the month weather wise.  Windy and warm, 

windy and cold, with lots of storms and school closures. 

 

mailto:info@pphmb.com


 

The Miniota Community Cen-

tre is starting 2025 off with an 

online 50/50 fundraiser! The 

Raffle will run from now till 

our Annual Spring Steak Night 

Fundraiser which will be held 

Friday April 11, 2025.  

The proceeds from the 50/50 

will be split between our Facili-

ty Expansion Project and the 

ongoing maintenance of our 

current facility. Thank you and 

good luck to everyone! 

Miniota Community Centre 
 

The Facility Enhancement Committee, 

along with the MCC board, would like 

to extend a HUGE thank you to   

TUNDRA OIL & GAS for their gener-

ous donation of $100 000! These funds 

will be put towards Phase Two of our 

project, installing artificial ice. Phase 

two is scheduled to start in the spring 

thanks to generous donations like this!  

Our committee is very appreciative of 

Tundra’s support and the excited faces 

in the photo show it! Thanks again!!  

GRAND OPENING   

Aleksandra Fashion Designer 

I invite you to an open house at 

my studio on February 1st, 

12:00 PM, 684 Main Street, 

CDC. I'm preparing honey cake 

and surprises.  

https://www.facebook.com/miniotacommunitycentre?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVT5DfwfHSHyXWTCjd-7tcda8fEgXweLJjGWZl-7bEdcYzHJXqD-ml8p1P80Gk0B93rKdBP11d4pI7wnOhd-jn0WuveY_y8LBULtBebhQfNkQQSBCtgN1Kypw6F4P68XJbaPqVP8bKLY6NwroYm8PvvjGMrZzaHjwxJMr9P7hP5UevJ1yRAqwa2v-yw2UkaLbU&


 

Let's Celebrate Class of 1975!  

If you graduated from the Birtle 

Collegiate 50 years ago next 

June we want to hear from you! 

Contact Heather at heathermil-

ler_dtm@shaw.ca  Let's see YOU 

next June (2025)! 

Journey for Sight would like to send out a huge thank you to the various 

volunteers, groomers and the many many others that never get recognized 

for the work they do behind the scenes to make this event the success that 

it is. It really does take a community of good hearted people to make things 

run so smoothly. 

As of the most recent count without the donations sent directly to the Eye 

Bank, the Journey for Sight riders (and there were only 11 for most of the 

ride) raised a whooping $31,000+!!! 

What an amazing feat! The generosity of Manitobans is phenomenal!!!!! 

Thank you thank you from the bottom of our hearts!!! Keep up the awe-

some work you all do. 

Birtle Lions Club members came out to support and welcome some of the 

Journey For Sight Riders. Following a delicious Chinese Food Supper a 

presentation in the amount of $3,000 was donated to the 2025 Journey for 

Sight Ride. 

Making the presentation on behalf of the club was (left to right) President 

Lion Ryan Kirkpatrick and Lion Fred Barteaux to Randy Ewankiw, accepting on behalf of the Journey for 

Sight Snowmobilers.  

Thank-you to all the riders and support crew who are working towards making the 2025 Ride a success. 

https://www.facebook.com/JourneyForSight?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUEpyxg3JEKsj_T2PUpIQ9PI-i8efHG3tX7AfFjPwqyPsOC4hDTqjLnJWjoNG5I-pSTadYX9ITAj7iKl-pVmQ4WHwHOaELWq-hMwfo6wgPSqpTRY3Z2EBzlSzZEgPnWXadTQGFNEZkieccHaRUYbJ2L0_kzJxf_MViYLdo3aXKXq7a6y1ppXohX7GF1JkUNCh8&__tn__=


 

Exciting New Classes For  

FEBRUARY and MARCH 2025  



 

Written By Laurie Harvey Parobec 

Another Foxwarren hockey/rink story as told by my 

dad, George Simms..... 

The first organized hockey in Manitoba was a Junior 

A league in Winnipeg. Then a decision was made for a 

Junior B league for rural Manitoba. Up until that 

time there was just home & away games, where you 

would play at a neighbouring town and then that town 

would come to Foxwarren to play. There were no 

leagues. In 1944, in the Junior B league, Foxwarren 

lost to Shoal Lake in the finals. In 1945 Foxwarren 

defeated Teulon in the final to win the Baldy North-

cott Trophy. The game was played in Winnipeg. With 

4 minutes left in the game the score was 4-2 for Teu-

lon but Foxwarren won in overtime with a score of 5-4. 

That was the first time that the Foxwarren team had 

played on artificial ice. In 1946 Foxwarren lost to Teu-

lon in the final round. Glenn Breakey (brother of Eve-

lyn Simms) played on the team that year. In 1948, the 

year Clarence (George's brother) was in Grade 12, 

Andy Low thought there was still enough good players 

to enter a team in the league. Clarence was going to 

school in Russell then and he told Andy the names of 

some guys he should get from Russell and Andy trust-

ed him. Clarence played on the team and there were 3 

players from Russell, two from Binscarth and someone 

from Rossburn. In the wintertime the road from 

Rossburn to Russell was quite often blocked so Car-

men Ryan would take his plane and pick up the guy 

from Rossburn for the games. In the playoffs, they 

were to play two games and team with the most goals 

would win, but it ended up in a tie. The referee didn't 

know what to do when it was tied so he made a call to 

someone and it was decided that they would play a 

third game. It was supposed to be on neutral ice but 

Melvin Graham negotiated that they would play in 

Shoal Lake and Foxwarren would get two thirds of the 

gate. Foxwarren won the game. Then they went on to 

play Neepawa. That was a long way to travel so some-

one got the idea that they should rent a train. The lo-

cal CPR station agent was asked and his reply was 

"Rent a train? Whoever heard of renting a train?" Mel-

vin Graham contacted someone he knew and managed 

to arrange to rent a train to pick them up. The train 

started in Inglis and picked up players and fans along 

the way. Mom and dad and I went. Delmar Bamford 

was there too. They won against Neepawa and the 

train brought them all back. They played another 

team after that. I can't remember the name of the 

town but they ended up winning the championship 

and the Baldy Northcott Trophy. It was after that 

year that they began having organized leagues for mi-

nor hockey. 

I found this  photo of the Foxwarren 

team in 1948.....the team that took the 

train to Neepawa to play and won the 

championship. Please let me know if we 

have any of the names wrong or if you 

know the 2 players whose names we 

don't have. 

Back row: Edgar Armitage (backup 

goalie), Ron McGranachan, Tom 

Fowler,   ?   , Andy Low, Marshall Glas-

man   

Middle Row: Jack Mather, Clarence 

Simms, Bob Anderson, Spud Lougheed 

(goalie) 

Front Row: Ernie Woodhouse, Don 

Smith,   ?   , Bill Low, Tom Tibbatts 



 

Greetings from 
the Birtle 
Breakfast 
Group in Bran-
don. 
We meet at 
Smitty’s (north 
hill) first Tues-
day of each month. 9 am  

Come join us for some great remi-
niscing. 

VALLEY SERVICES for SENIORS 

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday   9-4pm        PH: 204-842-3296 
Valleyserviceforseniors@gmail.com                                     Facebook: Valley Service for Seniors-Birtle 

Weekly Activities                                                        VICTORIA LIFELINE  
Tuesday          9-10 Walking                                  Medical Alert Service 
                       10-11 Exercises                               24-7 Response 
                       11      Coffee                                     Professional home installation 
Wednesday    9-10 Walking                                  Proven fall detection Technology 
                         9-4 Office and home visits           No Landline Required 
Thursday         9-10 Walking                                  Call Shauna 204-842-3296 
                        10-11 Exercises 

                          1:30 Floor Curling           Serving the needs of our Community Seniors         

mailto:Valeyserviceforseniors@gmail.com


 

Jan 14 2025 

Stan and Bonnie Bryant are excited to announce the arrival of 

a great grandson, Koen Leslie, born on December 27tth to 

Claudia Bryant and Lance Brown of Virden. Koen is also wel-

comed by his big sisters Scarlett and Ivy and grandparents 

Dean and Denise Bryant and Les Brown. 

Congratulations to the Miniota Elkhorn U11 hockey team who 

brought home Gold from the Rossburn hockey tournament on 

the weekend! 

My apologies on a reporting error: The Light Up Prairie View 

winners for the town of Miniota were Patrick and Tracie Cous-

ins and Rod McKean and Mandy Sanders. Next year Ted and 

Anna! 

“Do your little bit of good where you are. It’s those little bits of 

good put together that overwhelm the world.” Desmond Tutu 

 

Jan 21 2025 

Sympathy is extended to Stan and Bonnie Bryant and their 

family and Sheila Lockhart and her family on the death of 

their brother-in-law, Colin Campbell of Abbotsford BC.  Our 

thoughts are with Judy(Bryant) Campbell  and her sons and 

their families on their loss.  

We also extend sympathy to Gerry and Dorothy Gow and their 

family on the death of Dorothy’s brother Bill Rowan, formerly 

of Elkhorn.  

Congratulations to both the girls and the boys curling rinks 

from the Birtle Collegiate Institute,  on successfully placing 

first in zones last week at Hamiota.  Curling from Miniota 

were: Tiffany and Lexi Brown, Quinn Bryant, Carson 

Brown,  Baker Bryant and Aiden Lewis.  Both the boys and 

girls rinks  go on to provincials at Beausejour next 

month.  Good luck!  

The Valley Vipierz Volleyball team playing out of Birtle trav-

elled to Regina this past weekend for their first tourna-

ment.  Miniota players are Reese Lelond, Quinn Bryant and 

Tiffany Brown and the assistant coach is Tricia Lelond.  The 

Vipierz came home with the bronze medals.  Congratulations!  

A very busy weekend once again at our community centre with 

the open  curling bonspiel and the Skunkies hockey tourna-

ment.  The bonspiel was played on points with each rink curl-

ing 3 games.  Winners were as follows: 1st Trevor Clark 2nd 

Jason McKenzie 3rd Jason Heaman 4th Anesha Heaman 5th 

Nick Young and 6th Murray Foster.  Six teams entered in the 

tournament with A side going to Miniota, B Side to Kenton 

and C Side to Elkhorn.  Lots of good food and fellowship de-

spite the cool temps.  

“Our greatest weakness lies in giving up.  The most certain 

way to succeed is always to try just one more time.”  Thomas 

A. Edison  

Jan 28 2025 

The Miniota United Church Women held their annual meeting 

on January 21st at the church. All annual reports were accept-

ed. Catering prices and the budget were set for 2025. Two 

fundraisers dates were es-

tablished with April 27th 

for a roast beef supper and 

October 19th for the turkey 

supper. The executive for 

2025 is as follows: Chair-

person Linda Clark, Vice 

Margaret Still, Secretary 

Beth Lelond, and Treasurer Kerrie Williams. Representatives 

were appointed to plan World Day of Prayer for March 7th 

with the Miniota ACW. 

A busy time for the rink as the U11 Provincial Playoffs were 

held at the Miniota Community Centre this past weekend with 

teams participating from Rivers, Hamiota, Birtle, Tri Valley, 

Shoal Lake, and Miniota. Placing for Provincials were Shoal 

Lake for Division ‘B’ and Rivers for Division ‘C’. Our local 

Miniota players finished third in the ‘C’ Division. Congratula-

tions to all the players and coaches! 

“Your purpose isn’t to gain the approval of the world, but to be 

a light in it.” Author Unknown 

 

From the desk of Linda Clark 



 

Birtle Lions Club kicks off a New Year with a generous 

donation to the recently formed Valley Viperz 15U all 

girls regional Volleyball Team. Our $3,000 donation 

will go towards equipment purchases.  

Making the presentation on behalf of the Club is Presi-

dent Lion Ryan Kirkpatrick to parent volunteers Tracy 

Howe and Adrienne Chartier (left to right).  

We wish the team a fun and successful season! 

When you drive into Birtle from the west you will also 

notice that the Welcome To Birtle Sign has been updat-

ed and looks fantastic.  They would like to thank  our 

local Public Works Crew for assisting with putting up 

the  new signage.  

 



 

 “JUST ONE SMALL 
POSITIVE THOUGHT 

IN THE MORNING   
CAN CHANGE YOUR  

WHOLE DAY.”  

Ken Kirk  
Thinking of Buying or Selling? 

Royal LePage/Martin-Liberty Realty 
204 764 2904 
kenkirk@royallepage.ca 
www.kenkirk.ca     

"Making Realty dreams a Reality..."   

Heart & Sole Reflexology 

Amanda Fulcher 
Reflexologist 

122 9th Street  Birtle, MB 

fulcheramanda3@gmail.com 
1-204-821-4546 

684 Main Street Birtle CDC Building 

Drop Box available. Please call ahead. 

To make an appointment, please 
contact our Hamiota office at 

204-764-2544                         

Tina Collier CPA, CGA, CMMA                  
in attendance 204-813-4198                             

allianceaccounting.ca 
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