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Honoring Survivors at the 4th Annual Reconcilliation Run 

The 2025 Reconciliation Run brought together participants from across Canada and beyond to run and walk 
in honour of Residential School Survivors and all those who never made it home. The Run took place on    
September 27.                                                                                                                               Source: reconcilliationrun.ca

More photos page 3
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2025 Reconcilliation Run Source: reconcilliationrun.ca
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Volunteerism is the 
heartbeat of Prairie View, 
driving the many oppor-
tunities and events that 
make our communities 
thrive. Behind every cele-

bration, project, and gath-
ering are generous resi-
dents who plan, organize, 
make decisions, create, 
work at events, and help 
keep our communities vi-

brant and welcoming.
To recognize these in-

credible contributions, 
Prairie View Municipality 
celebrates volunteers twice 
a year: Miniota & Area in 

the Spring and Birtle-Fox-
warren Areas in the Fall.

Over the years, the 
Birtle & Area Volunteer 
Awards have honoured 
individuals, couples, and 
groups whose dedication 
has made a real difference 
in the community:

Margaret Ashcroft
Kevin Hickman
Steve & Alison Desjardins
Bill Kowaluk
Alcide Robert
Dwight & Gay Stewart
Susanne Burdette
Floyd McTavish
Olga Melnyk
The Value Shoppe
Birtle Lions Club
Lucille Fulton

Nominations are now 
open for the 2025 Bir-
tle-Foxwarren & Area 
Volunteer Awards. Every 
nominee will be recog-
nized at the Hometown 
Heroes Award Night on 
October 25, 2025.

Nomination forms can be:
•Downloaded from our 
website or Facebook page
• Picked up at BMDDC or 
PVM offices
• Requested by email at 
cdc@myprairieview.ca

Let’s honour and thank 
the amazing individuals, 
families, and groups who 
give their time and energy 
to make Prairie View such 
a welcoming and vibrant 
place to call home.

Celebrating Volunteerism in Prairie View ________ compiled
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compiled
As the leaves turn and 

crisp fall air settles over 
Prairie View, there’s many 
rumblings about Fall Fest 
2025, happening October 
24 & 25. With events rang-
ing from a vendor/artisan 
market and PVG Hallow-
een dance to a glow-in-
the-dark movie party and 
live music, there’s truly 
something for everyone. 
But beyond the fun and 
festivities lies a deeper 
purpose: building a stron-
ger, more connected com-
munity - and it starts with 
each of us.
Hometown Highlights: 

Showcasing What 
Makes Us Strong

Kicking off Saturday’s 
schedule is the Hometown 
Highlights Tradeshow 
(October 25, 11 AM – 2 
PM @ Birtle Community 
Hall), a vibrant showcase 
of local organizations, vol-
unteer groups and sports 
clubs. It’s a place for new-
comers and longtime res-
idents alike to discover 
what’s happening in their 
own backyard - opportu-
nities to get involved, give 
back and connect.

Every booth tells a 
story. A story of neigh-
bors helping neighbors. 
Of coaches giving kids 
a reason to believe in 
themselves. Of volunteers 
quietly keeping essential 
services running. These 
groups don’t just “do good 
work”, they are the heart-
beat of our community.
Why Should You Care?

Birtle Foxwarren & Area Fall Fest 2025: A Call to Community ___
It’s a fair question. Ev-

eryone’s busy and volun-
teering might not be top of 
mind. But here’s the truth:

Without these orga-
nizations, there would 
be fewer sports teams for 
kids, fewer support pro-
grams for families and 
seniors, fewer communi-
ty events that bring us all 
together. The things that 
make our communities 
feel like home are often 
made possible by peo-
ple you don’t see - until 
they’re gone.

So why care? Because 
these organizations need 
you. And maybe, it’s pos-
sible you need them too. 
Volunteering isn’t just 
about giving time - it’s 
about building purpose, 
connection and pride in 
where we live.
A Community is Only as 
Strong as Its Volunteers

Many local groups are 
quietly struggling. As 
dedicated volunteers age 

out or burn out, there’s a 
growing gap in leadership 
and participation. Fall 
Fest and the Hometown 
Highlights Tradeshow are 
a chance to learn about all 
the opportunities with-
in our communities and 
maybe with a little more 
awareness, we can reverse 
that trend.

Come learn what each 
organization does, how 
they contribute and what 
opportunities exist to get 
involved. Whether you’re 
great at organizing, coach-
ing, fundraising or simply 
showing up, there’s a role 
for you.

Make Memories. 
Make a Difference.
Fall Fest is about more 

than fun - it’s about mak-
ing memories that matter. 
Bring the kids to the Glow-
in-the-Dark Movie Night. 
Cheer on your Hometown 
Heroes. Dance the night 
away with friends old and 
new. Stop by a tradeshow 

table and ask, “How can I 
help?”

Let’s keep the spirit of 
COMMUNITY alive - for 
today and for the future.

Event Highlights
• Fall Market & Artisan 
Showcase – Friday, 2–7PM
• PVG Halloween Dance @ 
Birtle Hall – Friday, 6–10PM
• Hometown Highlights 
Tradeshow – Saturday, 
11 AM–2 PM
• Car Rally Scavenger Hunt 
– Saturday, 3–5 PM
• Hometown Heroes Awards 
Night / Kid’s Movie Party – 
Saturday, 7–9 PM
• Family Dance Featuring 
Tanglebox – Saturday, 
9 PM–1 AM
• Cash Bar & 50/50 Raffles 
Both Nights
• Food Bank & Silver 
Collection at Hall Entry on 
Saturday

Want to Get Involved?
Book a table for your 

organization or club at no 
cost:

cdc@myprairiereview.ca
Call/Text 431-257-1111

compiled
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This spring and sum-
mer the Birdtail Country 
Museum has been working 
on developing our display 
about the Birtle Indian Res-
idential School.  This is still 
a work in progress, with 
some very interesting de-
velopments in the works.

We now have a TV set 
up to play photos taken at 
the residential school over 
the years. Included with 
the photos are the stories 
of three survivors from 
the school, and the grand-
daughter of a former staff 
member.  These stories are 
also available through QR 
codes and accessible with 
any smartphone.

The first story, Bimiba-
too-Win (Where I Ran), is 
that of Charlie Bittern, and 

tells the story of how the 
Birtle Residential School 
principal forced him to run 
in front of his car in a bliz-
zard for 80 kilometres along 
Number 1 highway in Man-
itoba.

The second story, Run 
as One, details the story 
of four Birtle Residential 
School  students who were 
selected, along with six stu-
dents from other residen-
tial schools in Manitoba, 
to carry the Olympic torch 
during the Pan Am Games 
in 1967. They ran from 
Minneapolis to Winnipeg, 
but when they arrived at the 
stadium they were not al-
lowed to bring the torch in.                                                                                                       

The third and fourth 
stories tell the experiences 
of Birtle Residential School 

survivors Percy Ballantyne 
and Arthur Fourstar, as 
told to the Legacy of Hope 
Foundation.  The fifth story 
is that of Sue McLoughlin, 
granddaughter of Fred Fin-
lay who was employed as an 
engineer at Birtle Residen-
tial School. 

Birdtail Country Mu-
seum has been in touch 
with Charlie Bittern and 
Percy Ballantyne, and with 
Sue McLoughlin and Dar-
la Fourstar, the daughter 
of the late Arthur Fourstar, 
to request permission to 
include their stories in our 
display.  We have also met in 
person with Charlie Bittern, 
Percy Ballantyne, and Terry 
Wasteste, another survivor 
of BRS, to show them our 
display so far, and ask their 

opinion on it and on future 
developments.  We plan to 
continue to work closely 
with them.  Sue McLough-
lin and Darla Fourstar have 
also visited the museum.

In addition the museum 
continues to partner with 
our Community Liaison 
Researcher, Kayleigh Tan-
ner, on the ongoing project 
“Working Together to Tell 
our Stories”.  Kayleigh is 
working on gathering and 
recording the stories and 
memories of community 
members from Wayway-
seecappo and Birdtail Sioux 
First Nations, particularly 
those who attended Bir-
tle Residential School, and 
researching the history of 
Residential Schools.

Our overall goal with 

So Many Stories ______________ submitted by Birdtail Country Museum

Source: Birdtail Country Museum, Birtle Residential School Album
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these projects is to promote 
reconciliation by telling 
stories of Indigenous his-
tory and experience, and 
to share these with visitors 

to the museum. Our goal 
is to display an engaging, 
multi-media exhibition of 
this complex part of Birtle’s 
history. 

Charlie Bittern, Victor Harper, John Nazzie, and Milton 
Mallet at the dress rehearsal for the opening ceremonies of 
the Pan-Am Games in 1967. 

submitted by Birdtail Country Museum

Source for all photos: Birdtail Country Museum, 
Birtle Residential School Album

So Many Stories ______________ submitted by Birdtail Country Museum
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Birtle News              ______________________by Jan Fleury  

Sympathy of the Birtle 
community is extended to 
the family and friends of 
Florence Widdicombe who 
passed away on Septem-
ber 22, 2025 at the age of 
102.  Florence was an active 
member of the Foxwarren 
community for several years 
before moving to Russell.

 The Birtle Community 
also extends condolences 
to the family and friends of 
Linda Butler of Foxwarren 
who passed away on Sep-
tember 25, 2025 at the age 
of 79. 

 Donna Bamford of 
Jacksonville, FL spent three 
weeks visiting with her 
mother, Iris Bamford.  They 

did lots of reminiscing and 
sight seeing.  Donna’s sister, 
Lorraine Davidson of Gimli, 
came for a few days to visit 
with Iris and Donna and 
then drove Donna back to 
Winnipeg to catch her flight 
back home to Florida on 
Monday, September 22.

 Congratulations to Den-
ny Tomiski who won the 
Park West School Division 
Grade 6 Boys Golf Champi-
onship last week

 Nancy Evans, Lawson 
Ashcroft  and Derry Ash-
croft met up with Jilleen 
Ashcroft and a cousin and 
spent a few days in Toronto 
last weekend taking in the 
Blue Jays games and touring 

the sights around Toronto 
including the CN Tower, 
The Hockey Hall of Fame 
and Eaton’s Centre shopping 
mall. 

 The National Day of 
Truth and Reconciliation 
was celebrated in Birtle over 
the weekend and includ-
ed the Reconciliation Run 
from the former Birtle Res-
idential School  and ended 
at the Birdtail Sioux Dakota 
Nation on Saturday, Sept. 
27,2025.  Three generations 
of Fleury’s took part and in-
cluded Darlene Fleury, her 

daughter Bobbie Jean Fleu-
ry and her granddaughter, 
Eva.  The students from the 
Birtle Collegiate and Birtle 
Elementary School also did 
a walk/run on Monday, Sep-
tember 29th.

 The Birtle Golf Course 
hosted the Men’s Windup 
on Saturday, Sept. 27th with 
44 golfers enjoying a beau-
tiful day for golf as well as 
a delicious supper prepared 
by the clubhouse staff. The 
2025 golf season comes to a 
close with Sept. 30th being 
the last day open.

Note: Cancellation
The Isabella Community has 

cancelled their Roast Beef Supper 
which was advertised for 

Sunday, October 19th. 
Our apologies to our 

regular attendees.  
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Miniota News by Linda Clark _________________________________________________

Ken Reynolds of Dart-
mouth NS and Jack and  
Mary Reynolds and their 
daughter Jackie, Kelowna  
BC visited in the Miniota 
area last week.  A graveside 
service was held on Sep-
tember 20th at the Mini-
ota Cemetery to inter the 
ashes of Ken’s wife, Joan 
Reynolds.  Several of Jack 
and Ken’s late sister, Wil-
ma Krewshewski’s family  
were also in attendance 
along with other relatives 
from surrounding towns 
and Miniota friends.

The Miniota Discovery 
Learning Centre held their 
“Little Darling’s Formal 
Dance”  this past Friday, 
September 19th.  Chil-
dren, parents and grand-

parents brought the total 
of attendees to 100 plus.  
The hall was tastefully 
decorated in a fall theme 
complete with photo op 
booth. A dance designed 
for all ages complete with  
dance competitions, a 
candy bar, a child friend-
ly “Char-Cutie table” – of 
course a fun evening for 
our children.  A 50/50 was 
held with the lucky win-
ner-  Fynn Lelond taking 
home $147.  The proceeds 
from this family event go 
towards the daycare cen-
tre.  Job well done MDLC 
Staff!

“In life, there’s always 
something you can find 
to be thankful for. If you 
can’t seem to pay your 

bills, I guess you can be 
thankful that you’re not 
one of your creditors!”  
Author Unknown

Devin Bajus and Tam-
ra Fenty and their chil-
dren Ryder, Maci and 
Bohdi enjoyed a trip to 
Alberta and into British 
Columbia.  Devin and 
Tamra were married at 
Camrose AB on Septem-
ber 26th with a beautiful 
background,  celebrated 
with family and friends.  
Congratulations Devin 
and Tamra from your 
Miniota friends on your 
marriage!

Linda Clark and Har-
old Reid, Brandon, en-

joyed a trip to Edmonton 
AB this past weekend to 
visit with cousins.  Beau-
tiful fall scenery along the 
way, with lots harvesting 
and lots still to go.

As September ends 
and we greet October, 
much to be thankful for 
in this part of the country, 
with the beautiful harvest 
weather we are enjoying.  
Great to see the combines 
running in every direc-
tion!

“My wish for you is that 
you continue.  Continue to 
be who and how you are, 
to astonish a mean world 
with your acts of kind-
ness.”  Maya Angelou.
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BCI BUZZ ________________________________

Yesterday, our Grade 
7-9 students along 
with our Peer Counsel-
or group attended the 
event, “Resiliency for 

take action at BCI to ed-
ucate about Residential 
Schools and honour the 
Survivors, their families 
and those who didn’t 
make it home.

We are grateful for the 
invitation from Gambler 
First Nation and will 
continue to take steps 
forward towards Nation-
al Truth and Reconcilia-
tion. 

All - Learning from the 
Past” at the Russell GPB 
centre hosted by Gam-
bler First Nation.

Students listened to 

the reading of, “Spirit 
Bear: Honouring Mem-
ories, Planting Dreams” 
by Tyler Giesler, shared 
in discussions surround-
ing Residential Schools 
and Truth and Reconcil-
iation, and made mean-
ingful connections with 
other students through 
activities and games.

We will continue to 
listen, learn, reflect, 
make connections and 

source: BCI fb
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PVM Lots For Sale - For more info email cdc@myprairieview.ca

WANTED 2 bedroom home, pet friendly, in Birtle or Miniota. Please call 204-901-1265.

To add a property or ISO to this listing, please email cdc@myprairieview.ca

Birtle
862 Vine Street

102 x 132   -   Serviced
PVM Incentive Price: Only $134.64

Miniota
DESC 6-7386 & DESC 4-7386 
100 x 68 & 50 x 178  - Serviced

PVM Incentive Price: Only $157.00

Foxwarren 
DESC 4/7 –2-U

60 x 257
PVM Incentive Price: Only $154.20

81 12th Street, Birtle, MB
Lower level duplex 

2 bedroom
1320 sq. feet

1 year lease and rental 
application required

Contact: 204-773-0096

98 7th Street, Birtle, MB
Upper level duplex

3 bedroom
1340 sq. feet

1 year lease and rental 
application required

Contact: 204-773-0096

141 Louisa Avenue E, 
Miniota, MB

1.5 storeys, 1338 sq. feet
4 bedroom, 1 bathroom
Land size = unknown

Price = $118,000
Visit realtor.ca for details.

188 Sarah Avenue, Mini-
ota, MB

1 storey, 804 sq. feet
2 bedroom, 2 bathroom
Land size = 50x120 lot

Price = $134,900
Visit realtor.ca for details.

MLS® Number: 202521632 
Foxwarren, MB

1.75 storeys, 1680 sq. feet
3 bedroom, 3 bathroom

Land size = 80 acres
Price = $495,0000 

Visit realtor.ca for details.

221 College Avenue, Fox-
warren, MB

1.5 storeys, 1140 sq. feet
4 bedroom, 1 bathroom
Land size = 75x120 lot

Price = $39,000
Visit realtor.ca for details.

1144 Vine Street, Birtle, 
Manitoba 

1 storey, 1239 sq. feet
3 bedroom, 1 bathroom
Land size = unknown

Price = $149,000
Visit realtor.ca for details.

RD 144 Solsgirth Road, 
Shaol Lake, MB

1 storey, 1418 sq. feet
4 bedroom, 2.5 bathroom

Land size = 9.99 acres
Price = $349,000

Visit realtor.ca for details.

Housing For Rent

Housing/Land For Sale

Prairie View Housing
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Valley Service for Seniors 663 Main St. Birtle     Phone 204-842-3296
Tuesdays Wednesdays & Thursdays 9am to 4pm

Tuesdays
9am Walking
10am Exercise
11am Coffee

Wednesdays
9am Walking
9am to 4pm Office
          & Home Visits

Thursdays
9am Walking
10am Exercise
1:30 Floor Curling

VICTORIA LIFELINE
Medical Alert Service

24-7 Response
Professional Home Installation

Proven Fall Detection Technology
No Landline Required

Call Shauna 204-842-3296Serving the needs of our Community Seniors!! 
valleyserviceforseniors@gmail.com      facebook:Valley Service for Seniors - Birtle

Do you have a story to share?

Submit it to
The Outlook!

 
email: 

praireviewoutlook
@gmail.com
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View our 
Online Community Calendar 

for more details at 
myprairieview.ca/p/community-events

 

To submit an event to our 
Community Calendar visit 

https://myprairieview.ca/p/add-event

PRAIRIE  VIEW  CALENDAR

Deadline for 
Hometown 
Heroes Award 
Nominees

Canskate Info 
& AGM

Deadline for 
Revision of 
Assessment

Miniota’s 
Sportman 
Dinner

PVG 
Recreation 
Gymnastics 
Starts

Fall Fest 
Market

PVG Halloween 
Dance

HH Tradeshow
Car Rally
Award Night
Kid’s Movie
Family Dance

PVM Property 
Taxes Due 

October 31Cleanfarms 
Collection

Board of 
Revision

Weekly Events
Foxwarren Bingo - Wednesdays 2pm to 4pm
Foxwarren Homemade Lunch - Fridays 11:30am

Submit events to myprairieview.ca/p/add-event
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LOCAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
RERC Local Opportunities
Driver Education Instructor
Early Childhood Educator/Child Care Assistant
Service Representative (Any Branch)
Grocery Clerk
Heavy Duty Ag Mechanic
Maintenance Worker
Marketing/Admin Assistant
Member Service Representative
NH3 Field Delivery Drivers
Office Clerk
Public Works Grader Operator

For more information on these positions contact
RERC Tel: (204) 773-3353or 

https://regionalemployment.ca/job-board/

Moulson’s Welding
Experienced Welder
Heavy Duty/Ag Mechanic        

 For information contact
moulsonswelding@gmail.com call 204-847-2227 

Twin Valley Co-op - Birtle & Miniota
Bulk Petroleum: Class 1 or 3A Drivers
Miniota - Student Grocery Clerks
Bakery/Deli Clerk - Birtle Food Store
Office Clerk - Birtle Home Centre
Marketing/Admin Assistant

For more information visit www.twinvalleyco-op.crs/
sites/twinvalley/careers 

Prairie Mountain Health - Birtle
Community Mental Health Worker
Cook I
Dietary Aide
Environmental Services Aide (Housekeeping)
Health Care Aide - multiple
Licensed Practical Nurse - multiple
Nurse II - multiple

For more information visit https://careers.pmh-mb.ca/
 
 

 

RENT THIS SPACE 
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Helen Peake - Sales Representative

Cell  204-773-0309
Toll Free  1-888-277-6206
helenpeake@royallepage.ca
helenpeake.royallepage.ca

Heart & Sole Reflexology

Amanda Fulcher
Reflexologist

907 Main St. Birtle, MB
fulcheramanda3@gmail.com

1-204-821-4546
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Prairie View Municipality
Employment Opportunities

Public Works
Operator/Labourer

& 
Public Works Grade Operator

Positions will remain open 
until filled

For more information visit 
myprairieview.ca/p/

pvm-employment-opportunities

Park West School Division
Educational Assistant Positions

	☐ Term EA (Major Pratt School & Strathclair School)
Bus Driver Positions

	☐ Inglis, Rossburn & Russell Bus Routes
Custodial Positions

	☐ Hamiota Elementary School Head Custodian

For more information visit https://www.pwsd.ca/cur-
rentopportunities 

Prairie View Municipality
Public Works Grader Operator

For more information visit https://myprairieview.ca/p/
pvm-employment-opportunities 

To place a listing here, 
email prairieviewoutlook@gmail.com

LOCAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
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3 WAYS TO HAVE YOUR SAY
1. Visit https://myprairieview.ca/p/birtle-miniota-cdc   Click on the survey link and fill out online.
2. Fill out this form and drop it off at Birtle Miniota & District Development Corporation (684 Main, Birtle)
or a Prairie View Municipal Office (Birtle or Miniota).
3. Fill out this form, take a photo or scan and email to cdc@myprairieview.ca or text it to 431-257-1111.

Community Voices - Child Care Needs - Survey #7
6. How soon would you use child care?

 ☐ Immediately
 ☐ Within 6 months
 ☐ Within 1 year
 ☐ Future (over a year)

7. How many days a week would you typically require 
childcare?

 ☐ 1 day/week
 ☐ 2-3 days per week
 ☐ 4-5 days per week
 ☐ varies by week

5. If you already have a form of childcare, what type is it?
 ☐ Licenced Daycare
 ☐ Private Daycare
 ☐ Preschool
 ☐ Family or Friend
 ☐ I don’t have any childcare right now

5. If we need further information, may we contact you?
 ☐ Yes  __________________________________
 ☐ No

1. What town or area do you currently reside in?
________________________________________

2. What town or area do you currently work in?
________________________________________

3. How many children do you have, and how old are they? 
________________________________________

4. If you are in need of childcare, what type? 
(Select all that apply)

 ☐ Infant (Under 2 years)
 ☐ Preschool (ages 2-5)
 ☐ School-age (before/after school care)
 ☐ Full-day care
 ☐ Part-time care
 ☐ Drop-in/emergency care
 ☐ Other (please specify) :____________________

5. What days/times would you need child care most? (
Select all that apply)

 ☐ Weekdays - mornings
 ☐ Weekdays - afternoons
 ☐ Evenings
 ☐ Weekends

WE APPRECIATE HEARING FROM YOU. 
If you’d like to enter our draw, please fill out below!

Name: ___________________________    
Contact: __________________________

Submit one of our surveys 
for your chance to win a 
Praire View Yeti Mug!


